
INSTALLING RECESSED/POTSHELF WINDOWS USING 
HOUSEWRAP

While there are many ways to tackle this type of window, 
here is one possible sequence that will deliver a highly 
water-resistant assembly. It’s a complex installation. 
Unfortunately, choosing to build this type of architectural 
feature is an intentional choice to take on a complex 
installation. If you’re going to make that choice, do it 
right!

FOR ALL FOLLOWING INSTRUCTIONS:
• Use butyl- or acrylic-based flashing tapes (no asphalt)
• Use sealant that meets ASTM C920 Class 25
• Use a roller or burnisher to firmly seal all self-adhesive 

flashing in place.
• IBACOS recommends using housewraps that do not 

rely on mechanical perforations to achieve 
permeability.



Step 1 – Install a skirt of housewrap across the front of the 
sill. Make sure it hangs at least 1” below the top of the 
foundation.

Step 2 – Install a self-adhesive, waterproof membrane 
over the entire sill. DO NOT CUT THE BACK CORNERS! Fold 
them instead. Lap the membrane at least 3” over the 
edge of the skirt of housewrap. The preferred product 
would be a wide butyl- or acrylic-based flashing that is not 
too thick. Thick flashings can be challenging to form into 
the corners. Use fasteners sparingly! The preferred 
fastener would be a cap head nail or staple.



Step 3 – If installing a prefabricated sill pan, place a bead 
of sealant under the sill pan. Prefabricated pans can be 
substituted with a combination of straight flashing tape 
(omit the sealant) and flexible flashing in the corners.

Step 4 – Set the prefabricated sill pan in the bead of 
sealant.



Step 5 – Tape the ends and the seam of the sill pan with 
flashing tape.

Step 6 – Cut a 4” wide section of flashing tape to cover 
the corners of the opening and the pot shelf.
This step can also be accomplished using a flexible 
flashing tape capable of sweeping the corners without 
cutting it.



Step 7 – Press the flashing tape in place. Step 8 – Any remaining pin holes can be sealed with 
sealant.



Step 9 – Install the side (jamb) sections of housewrap. Cut 
it to wrap into the rough opening, conforming to the sides 
and layering at least 12” to each side of the recess 
opening.

Step 10 – Place a bead of sealant around the head and 
jambs of the opening such that the window flange will 
bed into the sealant. Alternatively, the sealant can be 
applied to the window flange, but it’s difficult to keep 
your fingers out of the sealant doing it this way.
DO NOT APPLY SEALANT TO THE SILL! The sill flange must 
be left free of sealant to allow the sill pan to properly 
drain.



Step 11 – Install and fasten the window in place according 
to the window manufacturer’s fastening instructions. 
It’s a best practice to keep fasteners at least 3” inches 
back from the corners, and use the pre-punched holes to 
prevent damaging the flange. Do not use pneumatic-
driven fasteners, as these are more prone to damaging 
the flange.

Step 12 – Install a 4” wide butyl- or acrylic-based flashing 
tape over the flange, sealing the flange to the housewrap.



Step 13 – Install  4” wide flashing tape over the head of 
the window flange. Let it extend to at least the outside 
edges of the jamb flashing. 

Step 14 – Cut a piece of housewrap to cover the head of 
the window opening. Let it extend at least 12” to each 
side of the recessed opening.



Step 15 – Cut the sides of the head section of housewrap
to match the width of the recessed opening.

Step 16 – Fasten the head section of housewrap into 
place.



Step 17 –Tape all the seams in the housewrap. Step 18 – Tape the upper corners of the head.



Step 19 – Wrap the rest of the wall in housewrap. Overlap 
the vertical seams by at least 12” and tape all seams with 
housewrap tape.


